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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A 
SOMMISSION APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
MILITARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT TO PRAGRAPH 

4 OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL, DAT 

13 MARCH, 1946 


COMMISSIONER: 
Mr. Mcllwraith. 
THE KK SS 


(The Commi ssion convened at 1600 hours# 


HELMUTH KLUCK, a witness, took the stand and testified 


Mr, Mcllwraith: Will you stand and raise your 


peat after me: 


I: 


right hand and re 
I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, 


will speak the pure truth and wiXl withhold and add 


(The witness repeated the cath) 


CILWRAITH: 
Ir your name Helmuth Kluck? 
les. 
You may sit down, 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
By DR. HOENSEL: 
Were you a member of the SB, Herr Kluck‘ 


Yes, I was a member of the SS inthe free state 
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of Danzig and was employed as a doctor and also as a 
commissioner until 1936 when Iwas discharged from the 
SS because I had been against the party leaders and had 
opposed the national socialist idealogy 4, 

MR. MCILWRAITH: Will you state what it 
expect to prove by this witness . 

DR. HOENSEL: The tasks and objectiv 
SS in the free state of Danzig and the Danzig commission 

his knowledge of 

and/their activities. 
BY DR HOENSEL: 

Q As you have heard, witness, we are going to 
speak of Danzig and of the Danzig Yommission. Who was 
the head of the State, the Supremacy the State or 

Sovereignty 
$zxmkkxnxxüzxmirxxky/of the State in 

A The full sovereignty lay solely within the 
hands of the Senate of the free state of Danzig. 
RMAXXxitenakxwx Senate was compos ed of a President and 
several paid and unpaid Senators who were 
had to pledge theirxwhRmXexkimmxkaxtkmxoxmthxkoXkmxx oath 
to the Constitution, They were supervised by the 
Commissioner and by the International League and als 


by a General Commissioner of the Police, 


COLONEL JONES: ‘I don't want to interrupt 


Mwy 
Am t} 


at this early stage & the interpretation which I 


suppose can be verified, cannot have any possible bear- 


ing upon the points which wa are to investigate. 
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HOENSEL: I will turn to this in just one 


general questions because I 
the Tribunal 
the opinion arise that/xmawkkaaxx 


was no £ukkyxkuxxzuffirkmxkkyxinfagmmüxxx fully informed 
on the legal status of the Commission in Danzig. 


McILWRAITH: You may continue. 


In this non-Yerman town of Danzig there was 

a German SS. Was this German SS under the jurisdiction 
and command of the 

A The NSDAP | SS in Danzig were the same 
as everywhere else in Germany. - j i the connections 
in Poland and Germany, but because 
sition of Danzig the orgmizations here 
a special status because the constitution 
was above everything else. 

Q Will you please confine yourself to the SS as 
the Prosecution has asked, Did the SS wear uniforms in 


T 


Danzig? 
4 Yes 
q Were you a Senator? 


Yes, Iwas a Senator for the Health System of 


What rank did you hs ve inthe SS? i 
Cad ac 
In 1933 after a shat period of ~emressne- 
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I was designafed a Sturmfuhrer docta with equal rank to 
commissar 

the title I held as government/zmmmkzzinmm* and medical 

commissar since 1925. In 1935, in the autumn of 1935 

I was promoted to the position ofSs Standartenfuhrer 

on the application of the President of the Senate and 

this rank was given to me to correspond to the rank 

of Senata I held then. In 1936 I was discharged and was 
the simple SS command. 

Within your work as SS Commander inthe organiz- 
ation of Danzig, did you try to exert any influence toward 
bringing about an annexation of Danzig? 

A I did not enter the SS for any idealogical 
reasons. I thought I would not beable to retain my 
positionas Government Commissar and medical Commissar 
if I did not enter the party. 

Q Did the SS propose any secret political aims? 

A I do not believe so, fa the party slogan in 
Danzig was that Danzig would remain German. 

Q “hat is the meaning of the slogan: "Danzig 


will remain German." That sounds as if thee was an 


attempt to again Seqperate Danzig into the German State. 


4 ihe party slogan only meant that the German 
nature of Danzig was to be cultivated because many people 
in Danzig were afraid that they would become Polish one 


day, but there was never an unpleasant thought toward 


"d 


"i 
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a forcible annexation of Danzig toweee the German Reich, 
in as muchas in 1934 Germany and Poland had formed a friend- 
ship pact, and Hitler had repeatedly said to us he only 
wanted a peaceful settlement of the Treaty of Versailles. 

in Danzig receive any secret instruc- 
tions contrary to this policy of loyalty? 

A Surely not in my time, first of all I wuld 
have learned of this as a SS man and as a commander, 

Q Did other ls ading democrats, Ruuschning, for 
example, belong to the SS because of this loyal attitude 
of the SS? 

A Rauschning was an SS Standartenfuhrer ani well 
known because of his political attitude, and he called 
me into the Senate to be a Senator, and he emigrated from 
Danzig a short time before I did. “hen I was tried before 
the party Tribunal it was stated by the President that 


nw at last the mea era of Rauschning was over, but he 


and I had acted completely Loyal and in good faith and 


both of us did not know that in a few years developments 
could arise as they finally did. 

Q šere there any such œ gm izations in Danzig by 
the SS or any organizations such as secret radio stations 
or a TIT Heimwehr, the defense army, that could be 
termed by reason of their activity to be a so-called 


fifth column.f 
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A No, such a thing did not exist and could not 
have existed. It was practically impossible. The area 
of Danzig was small and my estimate of the SS was about 
six to eight hundred men strong, and it was supervised 
by the High Commissioner and the Polish Commissi oner, 
which was very active and nothing could have happened 
that would not have been published in the Polish Press 
within a few days. 


MR. McILWRAITH: Dr. :3oensel, will you try 


and 5 ا‎ sha ter sentences so they canbe translated 


more or lees as we go along. 
BY DR, HOENSEL: 

Q Were you ever invited by the High Commissioner 
or by the Polish Yommissioner in your SS uniform and in 
your SS capacity did you carry on &ny missions, were 
you esteemed in your attitude as being loyal? 

A I was invited by the High Commissioner of the 
League of "Nations and I was also invited bytne High 
Vommissi oner of Poland, but I don't know .whether I went 
there in uniform, but I know fo a fact that the gentle- 
men knew me and knew I was a member of the SS. I also 
was a member of the International Trans-oceanic group, 
whose President was the High Commissioner and the Com- 


missioner of Poland - 
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MR. McILWRAITH: I think that is enough of 
that now, Can we get on to the tasks of the SS? 
BY DR. HOENSEL: 

Q As you already mentioned, you later on left 
the SS, did you do so because you considered the SS 
a criminal orgmization, that the tasks were criminal ones 
or did you leave for other reasons? 

A lcan testify that during my time the SS 
neither thought of nor did anything criminal. ‘here 

reasons 
were four serious/mmakkmgx that took place during the 
year 1936, and that was why I left the SS. 

Q If these reasons did not concern the SS 
directly we are not interested in them. Will youtell 
us in such a case briefly why you opposed itamd why 
you left it? 

A I snt a memo to Himmler and also to Hitler 
and Hess, by the way, in which I severely a ttacked 
the party politics. Himmler was the Reichsfuehrer 
of the SS and my supreme superior as head of the SS, 

Q When did this take place? 

A At the beginning of 1956. 

4 Was this based on any wriminal activities 


or on different political convictions? 


A There was nothing criminal with which I 


could reproach either the SS or the party. There were 


just xxkkm serious mistakes as far as the home policy 


was concerned with which I could not agree. 
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Q And because you held a different opinion you 
were able to leave’ Was this so only because you held 
& special positionas far as Danzig was concerned or 
could you also have left the party or the SS if this 
had taken place within the Reich proper? 

A I left the SS in Danzig and too I could have 
done the same thing in Germany, although I believe the 
consequences would have been more serious ones, 


Q What do you mean by "more serious consequences"? 


A Formally, there would only have beena discharge 
as 
from the SS/kgxkgxRırzigxx in Danzig, But for example 


being a citizen of the free state Danzig I was able to 
emigrate to America, a thing i could not have done if 
I had lived in Germany. 
Q “hat would have happened to you if you had 
been in Germany and taken such a mxmkx position and 
got into a conflict with the highest leadership groups? 
A I believe it would have meant a complete ruin 
of my career as far as myself and my family were concerned. 
Q Would you also have had to fear being placed 
in a concentration camp even though just because you 
were just an SS man? 
A I ama fraid I would havebeen sent to a com en- 
tration camp. 


Q You said you went to Southxmx America. That 
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means that you were in a position to judge things from 
the outside, but in 1940 your eturned to Germany, not 
voluntarily, how do youexplain this question which has 
played a very important role here before the Court, that 
abroad very much mae was known about criminal activities 
in Germany than was known in Germany itself? 

A When 1 arrived in America I was surprised at 
how little we had known up to now concerning events in 
Germany. “hen I returned to Germany at the end of 1940 
I was again in my turn surprised at how little the people 
in Germany knew and how little they would listen to me 
because I wanted toexplain things to them. 

MR. McILWRAITH: Dr. Hoensel, you have told 
us that you called this witness to show the tasks and 
Ve SS. 
objectives of teie—commission in Danzig. there has 
been noevidence of that yet. Will you get on with it? 
DR. HOENSEL: The question of knowledge of 
criminal activities was also placed on the a ggenda. 
BY DR. HOENSEL: 

Q When your eturned to Germany you said you were 
surprised that people were so little informed and under- 
stood so little, but where you did find understanding, 
did you also find protest and passive resistance? 

2 I should like to answer this question correctly. 


I no longer had any relation or connection with the party 


; 
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in the SS but I had a number of acquaintences in Berlin 
and I can say and will say that the majority of these 
acquaintences were particularly opposed to the party and 
it's policies. 

Q On your return to Danzig, let us consider the 
difference in Danzig this opposition lead to, did you 
openly leave the SS and Germany? 

^ Dr. Rauschning was the first one who came into 
severe opposition and was able to leave the party, and 
after him I did. In Germany, in my opinion, the people 
simply could not do anything if they did not want to 
endanger their very existence. +s that what you mean? 

Q bid Rauschning belong tothe SS in Danzig? 

A Yes. 

69 And you as a Senata alsobelonged to the SS 
in Danzig? 

Yes 

Q Then one wouli have to draw the conclusion 
that in Danzig there could n have been any mention 
of open criminal @ official criminal activities of 
the SS? 

^ No mention canbe made, or one cannot speak 

aims and 
of any official tendency or/mexkksmoxbxxe criminal tenden- 
cies and I can prove that. But crimes really were come 


mitted in later years which disgusted all of us. 


MZ 
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Q Did these have anything to do with the original 
ob jective that you also adhered to until 1957 or were 


they due to outside influences that came later? 


A Until 1956 there had occurred in Danzig neither 


potum 
any Jewish progre-r, nor had the Nurnberg} law become 


effective. How were we to imagine that anything criminal 
was intended, and many of my comrades who visited Danzig 
from the Reich gleaned the same impression. These people 
were not well informed and did not believe incrimes. 

ln my opinion it was always only small circles who knew 
and had a hand in these things. 

Q ‘hen you entered the SS and were standartenfu 
for many years you must have had in mind some of the aims 
of this orgmization. Were any of these aims connected 
with any measures that would affect the life and property 
of the Yews? 

A In order to clarify the point i was only a 
standartenfuhrer for one year. Neither inthe party 
progra or the program of the SS nor in our instructions 
was anything said that wuld lead tothe conclusion that 
the anti-semitism was to take on an aggressive, bestial 
or active character. 

Q Did the original aims differ in Danzig from 
these in Germany? 


+e 


The original aims were exactly the s ame. 
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Q if l ter on these original aims were deviated 
from, that would be theresult of measures not included 


in the original aims? 


A I know, if I may add something, 4 know very may 


5 


SS men who were appalled at the course that was steered 


kater on by the SS, 
Q Was the same thing true of a danger of a war? 
Did you b elieve ; uring the 5 | that you were 
a Senator and Standartenfuhrer, that t 
settled without recourse to & war with 
We never believed 
Poland and Germany kada had m | ndship pact and 


this applied until 1936, 


5o—eeii—yeur—eatteation 


MR. McILWRAITH:  'ftxi—-ou-con-eot—Lt—on the 


any cross 


BY COLON: 


you have told us thee wre four 
sasons f&rzamxymmEX for your discharge from the SS in 1936. 


A Yes 
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One of them I understand was ax in connection 
with a memo you sent to Himmler and Hess, attacking the 
foreign policy of the Nazi party? 


No, the 


What were the other three 
The se ] reason was 
this man cilled during a poli 
I don't want to 
can summarize very: 


: ^ 
SA man affec 


SA manwas declared a leader of the party 

movement and I warned the party not 
my capacity being in charge of th 
institute I had known the realcaus f this man's death. 
The cause of this man's death was due to a syphilitic 
heatt disease, and with this knowledge of it 
it wou lead tothe utmost embarrassment of 
and party leaders. 

Now, that is the second reason. May we have 

reason? 


ipe third reas N 1 rrest of a Jewish 


Toy doctor, a Dr. Bech. 


* Who was that arrest undertaken by? 
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A This Jewish ley doctor was arrested under 
suspicion of having carried out a criminal abortion 


asked me to visit her in her prison. 


1 3 1 s 3 B 
i don t think we need to zo into that any further. 


MR, McILWRAITH: Dr, Pelkmann, were you wishing 
to call another witness tonight? 
PELKMANN 
next witnesse 
UR. 
next witness is Tschentscher, 
DR. PELÉMANN: I went and 


f 


decided that if we could 


witnesses 


M 


ILWRAITE: y " then we will continue, 
personal 


لد 
L‏ 


guaskisax request of the 
MR. MCILWRAITH: 

VITNESS: I should like to 

r interrogation in German, 

That is not for the 
decide. You must put thatrequest through the 
governore 
BY COLONEL JONES: 


Now, may 1 know the fourth reason for your 





EQ 


1600 = 3730 
25 dune 1946 
Kluck 


A I challenged the Danzig Gauleiter and one othe 


important of ficial in his immediate vicinity to a duel in 
order to eliminate them from Danzig poli 
I donit think we need to 


know any other member of the SS who re 
J 


charged from the SS? 


my own dismissal Bungiler 
ischarged and wer © South America, 
Was he 's ent 
ios 
CROSS EX i. LLNS TION 
BY LIEUTENANT HARRIS: 
Q that is the reason that your 
serlin in 1940 were opposed to the party? 
specially for idealogical reason Inese 
were opposed to the XmzEmx terror/by th party and 
anti-semitism and opposed to ithe luxuries 
vore adhered to, #4ضدي‎ most of them were. 
generally 
Q Those conditions were/gmmatix known, of course, 
throughout Germany at that time, weren't they? 


m Yes, in my opinion the whole of Germany suffered 


from the whole system but I only saw the condttions in Berlin. 
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Q Now did you recognize that the principal 
agency responsible for this rule of terror were the Gestapo, 
the SS and the SD, weren't they? 

4 No, + believe that was a little different. Most 
of the people, the small people suffered under the oppressa on 
of the political leaders under the pressure of the Ortsgruppen= 
leiter and the Kreisleiters, and, of course, if these peopk 
were annoyed, then the spectre of the Gestapo and sonon 
appeared or loomed before them. 

Q Now tell us a little bit more about what the 
ortsgruppenleiters and the zellenleiters and the 3015 
blockleiters did to terrorize the people. 

DR. PELKMANN: If there is an intention to go 
further into this question I should like to ask you in the 
interest of my colleague, who is the defense counsel fa the 
political leadership and who should be present, that has 
been customary up to nave 

LIEUTENANT HARRIS: All right. 

DR. PELKMANN: Shall I Ia ve him calle a? 

COLONEL JONES: I don't know where he is but 
it is now five o'clock. à 


the 
MR. MCILWRAITH: I would retirer, if we can 


ro 
find him in a few minutes swe-e-em finish tonight, because 


there will be a new commissione tomorrow, 
«2 


Cose fon ها‎ SA Cape Ser fit / 
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WITNESS: May I make a statement? 
MR. MCILWRAITH: Yes. 
WITNESS: I am especially anxious to say that 
the SS in Danzig could have been - 
MR. MCILWRAITH: You may not discuss the case. 
I thought you meant something informal. 
(Ta LZ Ronn.) Do you have any xxx questions that do not 
touch on the political question until counsel comes back. 
LIEUTNZANT HARRIS: I don't believe + have. 
I have just one or two questions along that line, 
MR. MCILWRAITH: And have the French anything? 
M. LANOIR: No. 
LIEUTENANT HARRIS: I just want to develop 
one point a little bit and that willbe all, 
DR. PELKMANN: He will be here in five minutes, 
(At this point Dr. Berges enters the Court room 
and the cross examination continues as follows) 
BY LIEUTENANT HARRIS: 
Q Will you read the li st tw questions please? 


(The que stions are read by the German Court Repor ter) 


A The terror made within the system itself was in 


so far as all political power had been placed within the 
hands cf afew. “or example, if someone wanted a position 
such as civil service or with any other department or office 


he first had tobe approved by the ortsgruppenleiter concern= 
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ing not only his ability but RE RE i political attitude. 
^f the information about him was unfava able he could not be 
given the position or he would meet with other difficulties. 

Q And if it came to the attention of the local 
blockleiters and zellenleiters that this man was not fully 
in sympathy with the program of the Nazi party he might lose 
his job, isn't that right? 

A “es wuld, at the very least, have certain dif- 
ficulties, and it is clear that any political system employing 
people want to employ only tha e people who agree with it's 
policy. 

Q And it was a m rtg of the duties of the block- 
leiters and zellenleiters and œ tsgruppenleiters to watch 
the people and report to them as to their adherence to the 
Nagi program, wasn't it? 

done 
A es, that could be done, as was formerly/foar 
persuading 
example by means of convincing or/mmxgmxkmxkkmm these people 
tobe of the attitude of the system,or it could be done as 
was done here by means of farce, and whether this was exerted 
in the mæ e severe @ not severe capacities differed. 

Q Now give us an illustration of how fa ce was 

applied by these party leaders, bm blockleiters, zellenleiters, 


and ortsgruppenleiters? 


A I only know of the ع‎ en@wal fear of the people 


to be given a bad name œ igx reputation. “or when Iwas 44 
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in Berlin I had to live in comparitive seclusion and did not 
concern myself with political things because tha e was already 
something against me. 
an 

MR, MCILWRAITH: This is not 4 answer to the 
question, 

WITNESS: 

A .l know d one case in my neighborhood, the place 

where I lived = 

DR. BERGES: I should like to object because here 
the witness can only mention one case and the character of 
millions of people has been impaired. 


COLONEL JONES: I would like to answer that 


a 
ob jection, a for the last week or so we have dealt with witmess-= 


C r? 
es for the leaaership cause, Dr Berges, and I know we have 


sat and listened to perhaps ten witnesses on the MUS of 
Louie headers who have td ked about absolutely nothing 
except what they themselves have done intheir ow block and 
zellen and their own districts. We have had a series of 
az incidents concerning individuals, and if they are allowed 
on one side they should be allowed on the other, 

DR. BERGES: If the Kreisleiter speaks as 
such for his own person, that applies to at least four 
hundred Kreisleiters, but if a witness says that he lived 
retired or withdrawn from politics and politica leaders 


the situation is quite a different one, especially if he 


knows only one sud case, 
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MR. MCILWRAITH: The question is permmá&ssible 
and the value of the snswer will be assessed by the Tribunal. 
Please answer the que stion. 

WITNESS: 

A There were XkX only a few cases seen by me, 

a certain Mrs. Loerner lived in my neighborhood and this lady 
said that the war would probably be lost and this lady by 

order of the ortsgruppenleiter was then arrested and imprisoned. 
BY LIEUN TENANT HARRIS: 

Q You mean she was arrested by the Gestapo and 

put into a concentration camp, don't you?, 

> A I only lesnred that she was arrested. I asked 
about her about four months afterwards and she had nc re- 
turned at that time. 

Q RUMXXEX Was it a matter of general knowledge 
among these people you knew to fear the political leaders, that 
if they controverted the Nazi State in any serious way, that 
the political leaders would have then turned over tothe Geli 
and s ent to the concentration camps? 

A This fear mk weighed very heavily on the popu- 
lation as it was very general, but the punishment that was 


meted out differed. At first the people were warned and 


then re-warned and if the offenses were repeated the con عص‎ 


-ittee increased until they were actually arrested. 
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LIEUTENANT HARRIS: No further questions. 
MR. MCILWRAITH: IS there any re-examination? 
DR. HOENSEL: I have just a few more questions. 
LIEUTENANT HARRIS: Since it is twenty minutes 
after five I don't know whether we should hear any further 
questioni. 
MR. MCILWRAITH: I want to finish tonight. 
Will you go ahead and ask your questions? 
BY DR, HOENSEL s 
Q You said that you complained to Himmler and to 
Hitler in a memo from Danzig? My question to you is whether 
the SS in Danzig was completely and wholly under the jurisdic- 
tion of the SS Central office in Berlin 7 
A Yes, it was as a party cC ganization. 
Q As a result you were in contact with the German 
SS troops and could form an opinion of the attitude and convic- 
member ship 
tion that prevailed with the lower/Xxzkxxxmx cf the SS too, 
couldn't you? | 
4 Until the summer of 1936 I only met in Germany 
the decent SS people and the decent SS leaders, 
x But didn't you come to know criminals? 
A I should even go sofar as to say people with 
a select, decent behavior. 
DR BERGES; I think lcan summarize and ask 


only one 0 vestion: 


4 
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BY DR. BERGES: 

Q Witness, the Prosecution asked you in summarizing 
concerning the Xmxkkxm terror cof the blockleiters, zellenleiters 
and a tsgruppenleiter leaders. Now my question is: Are you, 
witness, informed as to the sscope of the tasks and work of 
these people and their different missions? 

& “or a period d' four years I had the occasion 
to learn of the work and activities of these offices. As to 
the office of Kreisleiter in Perlin, I can only say that I 
knew of their tasks here and what they had to do. 

a And I shall have torefer to your.e xamination 
in which you mentioned an ortsgruppenleiter, didn't you? 

A tes, 

Q Can you confirm that the lover polttical leaders, 
that is below the rank of a tsgruppenleiter, had little or 
nothing to do with the political leadership g roups? 

A These lower instances that had been mentioned 
Wemxe—HEXWXXXERX meant men, what I would call poor individuals, 
they did nothing but run around from morning until night 
distributing cards and so on. 


DR.BERGES: I think that is sufficient, 


(The “ommî ssi on adjourned at 1730 hours) 
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Stee 00 


The foregoing is a true and correct transcipt of 


the testimony of HELMUTH KLUCK, taken on 25 June 1946. 


Commissioner, 
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One of them I understand was in connection with a memo you sent to 


and Hess, attacking the foreign policy of the Nazi party? 


1 


No, the home or inner policy of the Danzig party. 


ihat were the other three reasons? 
The second reason was the death of a SA mon. This mon was killed 
political central party mceting. 

% I don't want to go into it at great length, but we onn summarize 
very bricfly, how does the death a Sû man affect your leaving or discharge 
from the SS? 

A. This SA man wns declareda leader of the party :ovomont and I warned 
the narty not to do so, because in my capacity being in charge of the patholo- 
gical and anatomical instituto I had know tho real couse of this man's death. 


3 


The cause of this man's death was duo to a syphilitic heart disease, and with 


this knowledre of it I told them it would lead to the utmost embarrassment of 
tho party and narty leaderse 
Now, that is the second reasone May we have the third reason? 
The third reason was the arrest of a Jewish lady doctor, a Dr. Bech. 
who was that arrest undertaken by? 
This Jewish lade doctor was arrested under the suspicion of having 


1 


out a criminal abortion and asked me to visit her in hor prison. 
I don't think we ncod to go into that any further, 
McIL/RAITH: Dre Pelkman .v 9-4 wishing to call another witness 
DR, PELKMAN: It is not my turn to call the next witness. The next 
witness is for the SD. 
MR. MeIL/RAITH: I think note I think the next witness is Tschentscher. 
DR. FELKMANNs I wont and looked the other day and decided that if we 
could not interrogate all of our witnesses, I said I would withdraw that 
witnos 
McIL.RAITH: Very well, then we will continue. 
ITNESS: I should like to ask a personal request of the Commissioner. 


Mie McILURAITH: Yese 
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WITNESS: I should like to have a copy of the record of my interrogation 
in Germane 

MR. McILVRAITH: That is not for the Court to 066106. You must put that 
request through the prison governor, 
BY C OLONEL JONES: 

Qe Now, may I know the fourth reason for your discharge? 

I challenged the 
his immediate vicinity to a duel in order to eliminate tham 
I don't think we need to go into that. Do you know any other member 


of the SS who resigned discharged from the SS? 


Yc Se 


anv? 
many? 


alder 


months previous to my own dismissal Bunriler was discharged and 


wont 


a concentration cam»? 


CROSS EXAMINATION 
NT 
hat is the reason that your acquaintences in Berlin in 1940 were 
tho rarty? 
specially for idealogical reasons. These peonle were opposed to the 


terror reign by the party and opposed to the anti-semitism 1 opposed to the 


luxurics 


at that time, weren't 


in my opinion the whole of Germany suffered from tho vhole 


system but I only saw tho conditi .s in Berlin. 
le Now did you recognize that tho principal agency responsible 


of terror were the Gestapo, the SS and the SD, weren't thoy? 


he No, I believe that was a little different. Most of the people, the 


1 


small people suffered under the oppression of the political leaders under the 


pressure of the Ortsgrunpenleiter and the Kreisleiters, and, of course, if 
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these peonle were annoyed, then the spectre of the Gestapo and so on appeared 
i x و‎ i L E 


or loomed before them. 
Qe Now tell us a little bit e about what the Ortsgruppenlciters and 


the zcilenleiters and the blockleiters Cid to terrorize the people. 

DR. PELKMANN If there is an intention to وم‎ further into this question 
I should like to ask you in the interost of my colleague, who is tho defense 
counsel for the political leaderghip ond who should be pre sent, th^t has becn 
customary up to now. 

LIEUTENANT HARRIS: 411 right, 

DR, PELKMANN: Shall I have him called? 

COLONEL JONES: I don't know where ho is but it is now five o'clock. 

I would like, if we can find him in a few minut: 8, to 


finish tonirht, because there will be a new commission tomorrow. 
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WITNESS: May I make a statement? 
MR. MCILFRAITH: Yese 
WITNESS: 1 am especially anxious to say that the SS in Danzig 
have been -- 
Mite MCIINRAITH: You may not discuss the casee I thought you 
meant something infcrmale 
(To Lt. Harris) Do you have any questions that do not touch on 
the political question until counsel comes back? 
LT. HiRIS: I con't believe I have. I have just one or two 
along that linee 
Ma. MCIURAITH: und nave the French anything? 
Me LANOIN: Noe 
LIEUTENANT HARRIS: a . i.. to develop one point a little bit 
all. 
IELCKiLNNe > Wi e here in five minuteSe 
this point "i. BERGI snters the Court room 
examination continucs as follows: 
BY LIEUTENANT HAiii.IS? 


Will you read the lasttwo questicns please? 


/ Tî . 1 id» Ya ^ 
(The questions are read by the German Court Repo ter). 


The terror made within the system itself was in so far as all 
political power had been placed within the hands of a few, For exam iple, 
if someone wanted a positicn such as civil service or with any other 
department cr office he first hac to be approved the 0255 
concerning not only his ability but especially his political 
If the information about him was urfavorable he could not be 
position or he would meet with othe” ***"iculties 

and if it came to the atiention of the local blockleiters and 
zellenleiters that this man was not fully in sympathy with the program of 
the Nazi Farty he might lose his job, isn't that right? 

He would, at the very least, have certain difficulties, and it 
is clear that any political system employing people want to employ only 
those people who azree with it's policy. 

And it was 2 part of the duties of the blockleiters and zellen- 
leiters and orts;ruppenleiters to watch the people and report to them as to 
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their adherence t o the Nazi Frovram, wasn't it? 

4 Yes, thatcould be done, as was formerly cone for example. by 
means of convincing or persuading these people to beof the attitude of 
the system, or it could be done as was cone here by means of force, and 
whdther this was exerted in the more severe or not severe capacities 
differed, 

Now give us an illustration of how force was applied by these 
party leavers, blockleiters, zellen” i^ s^, and ortscruppenleiters? 

I only know of the gencral fear of the people to be given a 
bad name or reputation. For whem I was in Berlin I had to live in com- 
parative sec}usion and dic not concern myself with political things be- 
cause there cas already something against mee 

Mi. MCILURGITH: This is not an answer to thequestion, 


WITNESS; I know of one case in my neighberhood, theplace where 


I should like to object bccauec here the witness 


can only mention one case and the character of millions of people has been 


impaircde 

COLONEL JON.S: I would like to answer that objection, as for 
the last week > 9 I have ealt with witnesses for the Leadership Corps. 
Are Berges and I know we have sat and listened to perhaps ton witnesses 
on the corps of Folitical Leaders whe have talked about absolutely nothing 
except what they themselves had done in their own block and zellen and their 
own districts. We have had a series of incidents concerning individuals, 
end if they hre allowed on one side they should be allowed on the other. 

De BERGES? If the Kreisleiter speaks as such for his own person, 
that applies to at least four hundred Kreisleiters, but if a witness says 
that he lived retired or withdrawn from politics and political leaders the 


Situation is quite a different one, especially if he knows only one such 
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0 MR. MOIDTRAITH: The question is permissible and the value of tho 


énswor will bo assessodby tho Tribunal, Plcase answer the questione 


WITNESS: 

A There were only a few cases seen by mo, a certain lirs. Loorner lived 
in my neighborhood and this lady said that the war would probably be lost and 
this lady by order of the ortsgrupponloiter was then arrested and inprisonede 
BY LIEUTENANT HARRIS: 

Q You mean she was arrested by the Gestapo and put into a concentration 
camp, don't you? 

À I only learned that sho was arrested. I asked about hor & out four 
months afterwards and she had not roturned at that time. 

Q Was it a matter of goncral knowledge among these people you knew to 
fear the political leaders, that if they controverted tho Nazi State in any 
serious way, that the political leaders would have then turned over to the 
Gestapo and sent to the concentration camps? 

A This fear weighed very heavily on tho pópulation as it was very 
general, but the punishment that was meted out diffored. At first the people 
were warned and then re-warned and if the offénses were repeated the warnings 
increased until they were actually arrested. 

LIEUTENANT HARRIS: No further questions. 

MR. MCIDVRAITH: Is there any re-examination? 

DR. HOENSEL: I have just a f% more questions. 

LIEUTENANT HARRIS: Since it is t ‘enty minutes after five I don't know 
whether we should hear any further gq. .. tions, 

MR. MCIDYRQITH: I want to finish tonight. Will you go ahoad and ask 
your questions? 

BY DR. HOENSEL: 

Q You said that you complained to Himmler and to Hitler in a memo 
from Danzig? My question to you is whether the SS in Dangig was completely and 
wholly uhder the jurisdiction of tho SS contral Office in Berlin. 

A Yes, it was as a party organization, 

Q As a result you were in contact with the German SS troops and could 
form an opinion of the attitude and conviction that prevailed with the lower 


membership of the SS too, couldntt you? 
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. A Until the summor of 1936 I only met in Germany the decent 5 
“people and tho decent SS leaderse 
; Q But didn't you como to \.now criminals? 

A I should even go so far as to say people with a select, decent 
behavior, 

DR. BERGES: I think I can summarize and ask only ono question: 

BY DR. BERGES: 

Q Witness, the Prosecution asked you in summarizing concerning the 
terror of tho blockleiters, zollenleitors and ortsgruppenleiterse Now my 
question is: Are you, witness, informed as to the scope of the tasks and work 
of these people and their difforent missions? 

A For a period of four years I had the occasion to learn of the work 
and activities of these offices, As to the office of the Kreislecitcr in Berlin, 
I can only say that I know of their tasks here and what they had to doe 

Q And I shall have to refer to your examination in which you mentioned 
an ortsgrupponloitor, didn't you? 

A Yese 

Q Can you confirm that the lower political leaders, that is below the 
rank of ortsgruppenleiter, had little or nothing to do with the political 
leadership groups? 

À These lower instances that had been mentioned meant mon, what I 
would call poor individuals, they did nothing but run around from morning until 
night distributing cards and so one 

DR. BERGES: Ithink that is sufficient. 

(The Commission adjourned at 1730 hours). 

Ihe foregoing is a true and correct transcript of tho testimony 


of HITT: KLUCK, taken on 25 Juno ه1916‎ 
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